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Le songe des rives

Robert Pujade

Christian Poncet’s photographs are instantly appealing and frequently nostalgic, as if they 
lent form and matter to the echo of our memories. The attraction that we have in common 
for shores, the subject of this series, explains in part this evocative power, but it depends 
above all on a special way of representing landscapes, on the magic of the pinhole camera. 

The photographic process which bears this name captures light entering through a tiny hole 
made in the front of a darkened box : it necessitates a long exposure, one which can last a 
matter of hours, depending on the available light. The slowness of this impregnation brings 
out the consistency of the materials, because the light, taking its time to encrust itself 
wherever it falls, creates a soft, hazy grey scale, while at the same time detaching deep 
blacks. Along with the merging of the lighter tones and the shaking of moving objects, a 
slight fuzziness is established, a blurring of the atmosphere which lends to these landscapes 
an impressionist look reinforced by dark or grey patches caused by variations in light: 
horizons shrink, and the boundaries which separate the shores from the sea and the sea from 
the sky are blurred in misty shades of grey, only differentiated by their degree of clarity. 

Christian Poncet’s pinhole photographs are “pure” images, drawings with light which bring to 
the forefront the essential matter of photography. It is this matter which, the subject barely 
targeted, succeeds in confounding the shore (la rive) and the dream (le rêve) with the same 
facility that our language (French) has in distinguishing these two words by means of a single 
vowel.
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Taken beside lakes (Annecy, Le Bourgey, Léman) or at the 
seaside, the photographs in the exhibition Le songe des rives 
favour unusual structures that Christian Poncet records as 
sculptures, always in harmony with their environment.
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Christian Poncet

Christian Poncet was born in Lyon in 1951. At the age of eighteen, he discovered 
the work of Henri Cartier-Bresson and took up photography in earnest. 

Street photography then became his preferred activity, the urban setting and the 
hurly-burly of cities his principal sources of inspiration. Even today, “the decisive 
moment” remains his byword - despite the fact that, in parallel, the use of the 
pinhole camera, which he discovered some twenty years ago, has led him to 
explore other techniques and to engage in a more contemplative, less 
compulsive, approach to photography. The archaism and the slow pace of the 
process obliges him to modify his regard, abandoning the reality of the instant 
for a more timeless aesthetic, more poetic, too. 

In 1997, he made a first series about the neighbouring lakes (Annecy and Le 
Bourgey). Then, in 2004, he produced work on “the beach”, where the pinhole 
camera became a reporting tool, seizing lounging bathers unawares -  a veritable 
time challenge on account of the need for an absolute lack of movement during 
the several minutes needed to record an image. 

Since 2009, he has been engaged in a project on Lake Léman. The use of the 
pinhole camera, combined with subsequent work on the negative, confers to the 
images a fresh aesthetic reminiscent of drawing or painting – disciplines which 
are beyond his reach.  

Starting in 2012, he began a series on the north of France, especially the  
Somme Bay coast up to Belgium. He is involved in various series combining black 
and white, colour and pinhole images, series which gradually take shape along 
with his regular trips to this region which fascinates him. 

Christian Poncet’s photographs have been shown widely in both solo and group 
exhibitions. For the past ten years or so, his pinhole camera works have been 
exhibited on a regular basis in France (Annecy, Evian, Paris, Clermont-Ferrand, 
Sète...) as well as in Switzerland. 

His work has been awarded prizes in prestigious contests such as the International 
AGFA  Multicontrast and Ilford B&W competitions. He has published several albums 
of pinhole camera images and classical photographs. His 2007 book, “Les chevaux 
du lac”, was prefaced by Jérôme Garcin and accompanied with a text by Michel 
Germain. 

His works are held in a number of public and private collections, in Annecy, Grenoble 
and Evian.
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