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Giorgos, drug addict, Athens (Greece 2007)



 

 

ABOUT JEROME BARBOSA

My encounter with the young photographer Jérôme Barbosa was a rewarding one, the sort
of encounter that photography engenders, where love of the medium bridges the
generation gap.

He introduced me to his work, and I observed that we were following the same fascinating
and demanding path in photography. Also, there is this common choice of black and white,
of silver photography, that inevitably links us. His Portuguese origins were a contributing
factor, too, when I reflect on my long relationship with his country. Jérôme has already
understood that one needs to take one's time, to choose subjects and themes with the
concern of delving into them, of exploring their innermost depths, their intimacy. After
making a moving document about his grandparents in Portugal, he prepared – in pretty
harsh conditions – an astonishing reportage on the Molokane community in Armenia, and
still another about a community of drug addicts in Athens... I admire his determination, his
courage... and his work.

Jérôme belongs to the family of humanist photographers, and he knows, in any case, that
we all belong to one and the same family.

Georges Dussaud (Rapho agency)

 

 

Gathering myrtle, Pena Seca (Portugal 2010)



       

 

Behind Kosevo Hospital, Sarajevo (Bosnia-Herzegovina 2010)

 

 

AN ILLUSTRATOR FOR OUR TIMES
 
R. Crumb, the great American folk-hero cartoonist who first rose to prominence in 1968,
said it best in 2010 when he described Barbosa as “...an alienated outsider...” He
recognized in Barbosa a similar neurosis and struggle to his own. The title of R. Crumb’s
early cartoon strip “Keep on Truckin’” reflects his philosophy of pushing through life’s
difficulties. And so it is with Barbosa. His poster, titled “Struggle for life” is an apt motto for
his own relatively young challenged existence.

Barbosa deserves to be brought into the inner circle of recognized illustrators. His finely
wrought depictions of the world’s grotesqueries, ideological horrors, and overall surreal and
nightmarish dichotomies stand as some of the best graphics being produced today.

Barbosa is uniquely able to tap into the stream of media propaganda and draw from it the
distilled truth, as disfigured and fantastic as that might be. His illustration of the Venus of
Willendorf as a suicide bomber wearing a belt of dynamite, titled ”Paradox” is a tour de
force - both humorous and dispiriting.

 

 



 

The same can be said of his satirical 9/11 cartoon of a powerfully muscled Jesus riding his
airborne cross past the World Trade Centre, His INRI indicator changed to “I Heart NY”.
Silly, sad, irreverent and yet spot-on politically.

Time and time again Barbosa nails it. His molecular, amoebic, amorphous creations, made
human by a single eye and expressive lips placed in appropriate, or more often than not,
inappropriate places are not only entertaining, they are heart-felt expressions of
vulnerability. His creatures elicit sympathy, though they most assuredly are visitors from
another planet. Barbosa’s “Hell Suet Hell” depiction of the idylls of home life is one such
example.

Part of the reason Barbosa succeeds in wringing nuance from his crazy illustrations, and
laughter and tears from his audience, is his masterful use of the Rotring pen with Isograph
nibs. These tools allow him great control and finesse. From thousands of fine short-stroke
lines, cross-hatching, and every other combination of line and dot, emerges a realistic
depiction of shadow, light and detail only found in 19th century engravings. In Barbosa’s
20th century world bizarre creatures emerge from the twisted nether regions of a universal
psychic collective.

As R. Crumb also says of Barbosa, “...your view is original, and highly individual.*”

I concur.

 

Flavio Belli (exhibition curator, Canada)

*Excerpts of a letter from Robert Crumb to Jérôme Barbosa dated 26 October 2010

 

 

Approaching Christmas (2010)



 

 

 

Struggle for Life (2011)

 

 

 



 

 

 

H.Z. (2011)

 

 

 



 

BIOGRAPHY

Jérôme Barbosa was born in France in 1978. After pursuing literary studies at the
Sorbonne, he turned to photography, working for a while as a printer at Demi-Teinte, a
professional photo lab, and also as an archivist for the British fashion photographer Steve
Hiett. In 2007, he spent three months in Athens documenting the community of drug
addicts living in the city centre. His photographs were published in the Greek magazine
Kathimerini the same year, and were later exhibited at the 2012 edition of the BarrObjectif
photography festival. During the Fall of 2010, Jérôme Barbosa was one of several
photographers selected by the production team of the movie « Parlez-moi de vous »,
starring Karin Viard, for his work on Eastern Europe and Athens. He joined the film crew as
set photographer. Meanwhile, he continued a long-term project, begun in 2003, on life in
his grandparents' village in Portugal, and pursued his travels in the countries of the former
socialist bloc. In 2012, the American magazine Un< >Cut published his reportage on the
Atelier du Non-Faire, an artists' studio for patients of a psychiatric hospital. He works
occasionally for the French comic-book publisher Cornélius.

 

« It seems to me I am trying to tell you a dream – making a vain attempt, because no
relation of a dream-sensation, that commingling of absurdity, surprise, and bewilderment
in a tremor of struggling revolt, that notion of being captured by the incredible which is of
the very essence of dreams... » He was silent for a while. « … no, it is impossible ; it is
impossible to convey the life-sensation of any given epoch of one's existence – that which
makes its truth, its meaning – its subtle and penetrating essence. It is impossible. We live,
as we dream – alone... »

 

Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (1899)

 

 

All images ©Jérôme Barbosa

 

 

10% of all sales will go to support the French Association for Ectodermal Dysplasias
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