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Tamiko Nishimura was born in Tokyo in 1948. After graduating from Tokyo 
Photographic College (now Tokyo Visual Arts College), she embarked upon 
four years of travels across Japan, from 1969 to 1973. She explored the 
regions of Tohoku, Hokuriku, Kanto, Kansai, and Chugoku, drawn to certain 
places by scenes from films or phrases from songs. 

The title of this exhibition, Shikishima, echoes that of the artist’s first 
collection of photographs, published in 1973 and reissued with a 
supplement in 2013. The exhibition brings together a selection of images 
from that book and also from the 2012 book Eternal Chase which features 
further photographs from the same period. The word Shikishima is used in 
waka poetry to designate Yamato, or Japan. There emanates from these 
photographs, occasionally out of focus or hastily composed, a sense of 
spontaneity and youthful liberty.

Further works by Tamiko Nishimura: 

Vent Calmoso, Sokyu-sha, 2005 
Fukushima Yasuki Tanka Zekkyo, Choeisha, 2005 
Existence - Théâtre de Situation 1968-69, grafica, 2011 
Kittenish, Zen Foto Gallery, 2015
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Looking back over my images, I think about the existence of photography, 
how it speaks with the accumulations of the life-force continuing from time 
immemorial, of my own experiences, subconscious encounters, the memories 
I’ve lost, my subjects and the moments I snapped the shutter, the visions 
that took shape before me…. I guess I’ve been drawn to what lies beyond the 
union of seer and seen, wanting to give shape to things that fall apart soon 
after they’re photographed. Or perhaps it’s the ineffable attraction of the 
unseen. Only lately, very faintly, do these things occur to me. 

Tamiko Nishimura 2012 
Excerpt from Yearnings, afterword to the book Eternal Chase  
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In her afterword [to the book Eternal Chase] the artist remarks on 
transcending bounds, and what is travel if not going beyond limits and 
demarcations? The divisions may not be just between towns and countries, 
but between this world and the next. To travel is to see the world through the 
gaze of the world beyond, and photographs give us clues to navigate our 
uncertain present. 

Akihiko Hirashima 2012 
Excerpt from Reflect Forward: the Journey is the Route in Eternal Chase
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mind’s eye / galerie adrian bondy
221 rue Saint-Jacques, 75005 Paris

contact  Adrian Bondy
adrian.bondy@mindseye.fr 
06 85 93 41 92

public transport

bus  21 27 38 82 83 84 85 89 91 
RER  Luxembourg 
vélib’  St Jacques - Gay Lussac 
autolib  in front of the gallery

website
www.mindseye.fr
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