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I discovered Japan in 1972, during a tour as musician. One month without too much moving around and with 
days off, which allowed me to take full advantage of my time there. 

It was a revelation concerning the art and richness of this very distinctive civilisation. To such an extent that, 
once back in Paris, I threw myself into everything I could find about Japan. 

Some time afterwards, I met a Japanese woman in Paris, began to learn Japanese, and in 1976 and 1977 took 
holidays in Japan to meet my future in-laws. This enabled me to discover the real Japan from the inside, 
beyond the superficial clichés, far more interesting and warm. 

These images are an echo of those special moments. 
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Musician by profession, Claude Pavy is a self-taught photographer. Although he works mainly in black 
and white, he does experiment occasionally with colour; four such images are included in the current 
exhibition. Between 1969 and 1973, he enjoyed a prolific period of photographic activity, during which 
time he printed his photographs in the kitchen. Professional work as studio musician, guitarist, and 
orchestrator of songs, film music, and advertising jingles, took him away little by little from creative 
photography. His images are often nostalgic, due to the passage of time and to changes in the 
environment, happy or otherwise, images which are always graced by a gentle but critical eye, 
singular moments drawn from ordinary life. 

In his occupation as musician, Claude Pavy has worked with such renowned singers, musicians, and 
composers as Yves Montand, Barbara, Georges Moustaki, Maxime Leforestier, Pierre Perret, Michel 
Legrand, Ennio Morricone. In parallel with this activity, he  has participated in numerous projects and 
concerts of contemporary music with L'Itinéraire (of which he is a founder member), the Ensemble 
Intercontemporain (Ircam), the National and Philharmonic Orchestras of Radio France, the Orchestra 
of Paris, the  Paris, Lyon, and Brussels Operas, various music festivals, including Avignon, Darmstadt, 
Almeida (London). In 1985, he created at the Ecole Nationale de Musique et de Danse d’Evry the first 
class in Electric Guitar in France as preparation for the Diplôme National (DEM). Since 1986, he has 
turned to the activity of soloist. Composers such as Alain Bancquart, Tim Brady, Hugues Dufourt, 
Betsy Jolas, Tristan Murail, Ichiro Nodaïra, Yoshiisa Taira, Roger Tessier have composed works for him. 

Claude Pavy returned to creative photography in 2005, thanks to the discovery of negative scanners. 
He still uses a film camera, developing his films as before, but he now scans the resulting negatives, 
makes minor adjustments using Photoshop, and completes the production process with a digital 
printer, a technique which he masters better than the traditional enlarger. 

This is his second solo exhibition at Mind's Eye.
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mind’s eye / galerie adrian bondy
221 rue Saint-Jacques, 75005 Paris

contact  Adrian Bondy
adrian.bondy@mindseye.fr 
06 85 93 41 92

public transport

bus  21 27 38 82 83 84 85 89 91 
RER  Luxembourg 
vélib’  St Jacques - Gay Lussac 
autolib’  in front of the gallery
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