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Shikawatari

Hokkaido in the depths of winter. 
Under the snowy and obscured sky, a faint white light covers the earth and spreads as 
far as the horizon. 
  
Hokkaido is a huge island located in the far north of Japan. 
As soon as I arrive from Tokyo, where it seldom snows and the sky is clear blue in the 
wintertime, I feel as if I am drawn into a mysterious wonderland. Surely there is 
tranquility here, as if everything is sleeping. 
  
The eastern side of Hokkaido, called “Dōtō”, is the easternmost area of Japan, a 
wilderness with many lakes, swamps, and wetlands. It is also a treasure-trove of wild 
birds, animals and plants. You can still see a primitive scenery there. While travelling 
through the wilderness in Dōtō, I encountered a herd of deer crossing the frozen lake in 
a row, silently. While gazing at the herd, I found a providential, beautiful law of nature, 
and I felt as though I had witnessed something sacred which is a part of nature. The 
wilderness of “Dōtō” provides a feeling of oneness with the majestic natural world that I 
had never before experienced. 
  
Historically, the Ainu, an indigenous people, were living on this island, with respect for 
nature, long before Japanese people from other parts of Japan began to settle here 150 
years ago. There are many Ainu place names that contain “Yuk”, which means deer in 
the Ainu language. From this, one can see that the wilderness of Hokkaido has been a 
home to wild deer for a very long time. Deer also appear in Ainu mythology, and many 
processed deer products were used in their daily life for food, clothes and housewares. 
Deer are important to the Ainu people. 
  
You never know from where a herd of deer comes and to where it is heading, but it 
appears year after year. 
  
Me, deer and nature in a vast snowy extent of land bathed in a weak light... I felt as if 
the connection among us became visible in the wilderness. 
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Chieko Shiraishi

Chieko Shiraishi was born in Yokosuka, Kanagawa Prefecture. She studied  photography and 
darkroom technique at a workshop given in Funabashi-shi, Chiba Prefecture, by Katsuhito 
Nakazato and Kazuo Kitai. Since 1998, she has presented some twenty solo exhibitions, in 
Japan, in Italy and in France (Shimakage, Mind’s Eye, 2016). She also participated in the 
Tbilisi Photo Festival in 2016. Her work is held in the permanent collections of the Kiyosato 
Museum of Photographic Arts and the Ashikaga Museum of Art. 

Chieko Shiraishi has published two books of photographs, Saboten to Shippo (Cactus and 
Tail) in 2008, and Shimakage (Island Shadow) in 2015, and co-authored Umi ni Shizunda 
Machi (Towns that Sank into the Sea), published in 2011. She lives and works in Tokyo.
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contact  Adrian Bondy
adrian.bondy@mindseye.fr 
06 85 93 41 92
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