


The first lines of the preface, written by Marc Riboud, for a book of photo-
graphs by Caroline Abitbol (due to be published in May 2019) : 

Turn these pages slowly. Each page is a note of music, the rhythms and 
rhymes follow, one after another. Allow yourself to be immersed in another 
world. The world of the Orient. Another culture, another way of living. Also, 
another way of seeing. An Orient that one finds no longer in China, a bit in 
Japon, but which survives in India despite the lure of the West, of its 
techniques and its impatience. Caroline Abitbol has seen this Orient of which 
one hears no more. She brings back images of it. And it is a joy to discover 
here those gestures, those faces in the mist… 

MARC RIBOUD

 



CAROLINE ABITBOL 

Caroline Abitbol was born in Paris, where she spent her childhood and has spent the 
greater part of her life.  
In her teens, she managed with enthusiasm her school’s photography lab.  
She then pursued scientific studies, culminating in a masters in audiovisual studies. 
In between, at the age of nineteen, she was drawn to the desert and spent three 
months living there, which were perceptionpivotal in developing her spititual 
perception.  
Upon her return, she decided to involve herself in the world of the image, initially by  
selecting films for festivals and working as a projectionist for a travelling cinema, 
later by collaborating on several magazines.  
Little by little, she began to focus on photography as her principal means of 
expression. Between 1985 and 1990, she met, worked for, and developed friendships 
with Marc Riboud, Henri Alekan and Édouard Boubat. These experiences reinforced 
her passion for photography, for light, for poetry. 
Her gaze never ceases to question the body, space and light, in particular through 
her work on painters in their studios in 1989, on the Cameroons in 1990, with 
dancers at the Opéra Garnier from 1992 to 1995, on Bali in 1995, and on India from 
1995 to the present. 

Collaborations with the agency SIPA from 1987 to 1991 and with the agency Top-
Rapho from 1991 to 2003 served to introduce her to the world of photography. 

She made her first short film, Lina Màlina, based on photographs, in 2013. 
It was projected at the Musée de Montparnasse in Paris, at the Institute of 
Philosophy in Naples, at Prata Sannita, at the Festival of Political Thought in Pozzuoli, 
and at the Women’s Film Festival in Créteil. 

In 1995, she discovered India, and has since spent frequent and long stays there, 
notably in Benares, in Bengal, and in the Himalayas, all providing material for 
reflection. She lived for several months in Calcutta, where she met Mother Teresa in 
1996, then in the valley of the Himalayas, and from 2005 to 2010 by the banks of  
the Ganges. 

Caroline Abitbol lives and works in Paris.  

Solo exhibitions (selection)  
- Là où l'Éternité est une évidence, Mind’s Eye/Galerie Adrian Bondy, Paris, 2019 
- Inde, Êtres spirituels, Galerie Furtive, Paris, 2014 
- Les éveillés d'aujourd'hui, Installation, Cordes sur Ciel, 2007 
- La trace et l’oubli, Paris, 2004 
- Attitudes, danseurs de l'Opéra Garnier, Saint Junien, 2003 
- Bauls, Inde, Publimod’photo, Paris, 2002 
- 1er Forum des femmes créatrices de Méditerranée pour la paix dans le monde, 

Rhodes, 2000 
- Cérémonie à Bali, Installation, Chapelle de la Salpêtrière, Paris, 2000 
- Déclic, portraits de peintres en ateliers, Paris, 1989 

Book 
- Là où l'Éternité est une évidence, publication due May 2019 

Collections   
Public : Musée d’Orsay, Paris.  Private : France, Italy, Sweden, India 

Prize 
- First prize for a literary adaptation, for the film Lina Màlina, Prata Sannita, Italy



 

Caroline Abitbol’s photographs are impregnated with a sensibility and delicacy 
which are perfectly in resonance with her subject, eternal India; an India which 
coexists with that modern land of impressive technological advances. Her 
images offer us snatches of an ancient culture and way of life which are 
nevertheless still present. She captures attitudes and gestures which speak 
eloquently of those traditions. Even her images of crows, of donkeys, of fishing 
boats are imbued with a feeling of timelessness, of eternity. 

ADRIAN BONDY  



CAROLINE ABITBOL

Là où l’Éternité est une évidence 

exhibition March 26 - April 20, 2019 
Tuesday - Saturday   3 - 7:30pm

opening March 26, 2019   6 - 10pm 
in presence of the artist



galerie adrian bondy 
221 rue Saint Jacques 75005 Paris

contact  Adrian Bondy 
adrian.bondy@mindseye.fr 
06 85 93 41 92

public transport 
bus  21 27 38 82 83 84 85 89 91 
RER  Luxembourg 
vélib’  St Jacques - Gay Lussac

website 
www.mindseye.fr
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